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My LORD, 1 ro 


H E following ſheets are Jodicund 
to your Lordſhip for reaſons that 
will * obvious to every reader of pene- 


an, The Author, however, feels that | 


he is "apparently liable to accuſations of 
ſelfiſhneſs and cowardice, in not daring 


to give his ſingular opinions to the World 


withoyt | this indire& mode of firſt im- 


ploring the Patronage of a Prelate whoſe 
cenſure every Man fears, but 1 in whoſe hu- 


manity all Mien can repoſe a confidence. i 


Tun ſentiments . in this Tract 
| at 
have undergone a pretty ſevere examina- 


tion; and I muſt. confeſs, they have met 


With poſitive oppoſition from ſome Gen- 
dlemen 


„ . DEDICATION. 


| tlemen of the Cnbnch oF Exo Au, in 


whoſe defence, and for* whoſe ſake the 


taſk of reviſing the DocTRINEs of ST. 


Paul. Was undertaken. 3 


No Man on earth can th a better es 
Y - your Lordſhip, whether my poſi- 


„That the famous Apoſtle's Writ- 
5 ings were the cauſe of the differences 


* which have happened among Chriſtians,” 


* * . > 


be founded in fact, or not.—If J am in an 
error, I humbly hope for your Lordſhip's 
Chriſtian charity and a and am, 
Un 
* FE v 
&* | 


4 b | . * R * : » g 
L 7 BB Y | 1 | D, * ' 
+ 


* 


With all poſſible regard and reſpect, 
n ITE OW 
' Your Lordlhip's very devoted, 
5 And obedient humble Servant, 
Loxpox, | h | 1 5 


Oct. 1, 1779. 
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Pas: 
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. N c. Sc. Ce. 


Poly 
* ; | 7 b 
81 in a ſtate long feeured is in peace, fear- 
"16ſs of foreign danger, and ſolacing 


in the boſom of repoſe, ſome inteſ- 


tine foe, ſome noſſome weed, or adventitious 
7 plant, the child of envy, takes root within its 
s own bowels, ſlowly and unobſerved grows to 
hateful maturity, and ſpreads death and de- 

+ + + vaſtation in every quarter; ſo in the beſt eſta- 
|  bliſhed religions, authorized by the ſacred 
word of the Almighty, and planned by the 

beſt and wiſeſt of men in its ceremonials, ſome - 
arch-heretics, ſtimulated by avarice, or ſoured 

by diſappointments, have never been wanting 
to diſturb its repoſe, revile its tenets, ſow dif- 

B | {enſion 


( 2 ) 


ſention between its members, and in the end 
overturn its conſtitution. | 


Wrxk this all, ſuch monſters are undoubt- 
edly the objects of horror and deteſtation : but 


to go no farther than the Annals of our own 


Country, the hatred and bloodſhed which thedif- 
ferences in religion have cauſed in Society, are 
ſufficient to make us execrate the deſign- 
ing, malevolent authors of ſuch miſery, and 
call down the vengeance of Heaven on the 
future ſtimulators of ſuch diviſions. 


I wovLD not here be underſtood to glance 
in the leaſt at that great and neceſſary ReFor- 
MATION, nobly undertaken by men whoſe 
glory it was to reſtore the minds of mankind 
from abje& ſlavery, idolatry, and ſuperſtition, 
to perfect liberty; but mean to point out to 
thoſe infatuated mortals who are under the 


deluſive enchantment of Enthuſiaſm *, that they 


arc 


» The great Lord Shafteſbury 3 in his excellent letter con- 
cerning Enthuſiaſm, ſays : 


% have often wondered to ſee men of ſenſe ſo mightily 


« alarmed at the approach of any thing like ridicule on 
«« certain ſubjects, as if they miſtruſted their own judg- 


“% ment. For what ridicule can lie againſt reaſon ?” & c. 


This author is quoted to ſtrengthen the writer's opinions, 
who cannot be inclined to aſſent to a ridiculous notion 


got 


\ 
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are actually fallen into the pit their pious 


teachers pretend to warn them to ſhun. 


Tux blindeſt bigotry, groſſeſt idolatry, and 
moſt contemptible ſuperſtition, are comprized 


in the character of a Fanatic, Thus, whilſt 


they pretend to run any riſque rather than 
adopt a principle of the Roman Church, upon 
examination Fanaticiſm will be found to bear 


the greateſt reſemblance to it; and the tenets 


of IenaTius LoyoLa are publickly maſque- 
rading in Great Britain under the title of 


MxrRHODISsM; with this deteſtable addition, the 


deepeſt and darkeſt hypocriſy. Whatever garb 
it may paſs under, or however different its 
external worſhip from the Catholics, it is ſuf- | 


ficiently evident it inclines the mind to ſimilar 


propenſities, and its effects are exactly the 
ſame. 


TE growth of Mernopisu is therefore 


alarming. Should we trace Fanaticiſm FRoM its 


origin, it would be neceſſary to look far back 
into the Pagan worſhip. — The EcvyerTian 


Mao felt the ſweets of a viſionary religion; and 


trances, ſecret and intuitive correſpondence with 
inviſible Powers, were always the pretences of 


got abroad, that to laſh the abſurdities of religious 
phrenzy is in effe& improper and prophane, 


B2 idola- 


oj 


- jdolatrous prieſts, to amuſe and delude the 


Multitude. There was ſomething ſa enchant- 
ing in theſe viſionary illuſions, that for num- 
berleſs years the World (in ſpight of all the 


lights of philoſophy, and the improvement and 


perfection of ſcience) was univerſally ſatisfied 
with ſuch irrational adoration z- tho? they mi- 
nutely inveſtigaggd the intricacies of philoſo- 
phy and more abſtruſe learning. 


PacanisM was founded in the time of to- 
tal ignorance; and tho' the World grew po- 


liſhed by arts, it was eſteemed wiſeſt not to 
make innovations in a point of ſo dangerous 
a nature, as an alteration of the religion of 


their anceſtors. As Reason could never have 
been conſulted in the foundation, it was found 
certainly too cumbrous a weight for the ſu- 
perſtructure: IuAOINVATION, or fancy, how- 


ever, ſupplied ample materials; nor do we find 


them the leſs durable for their Ae. 


IT is an argument of little weight to ſay, 
Pad AN ISM 1s aboliſhed where it was once held 


ſacred ; for had not the rhetoric of the {word 
been more prevailing than reaſon or revela- 
tion, I am apprehenſive it would have ſtill 
appeared in its native garb; nor put on, un- 


| fs compelled, (by Mn center i pers ef 
— — ſent * 


(4 ) | 
preſent. The Pagan Prieſts, eds. their 


worſhip was merely the child of fancy, had 
only to work upon the imagination, and make 


ſuch additions to their religion, as correſponded 
with their intereſts, or ſuited the genius of the 


people. The aumber of feſtivals they ordain- 


ed, ſecured the affections of the laity to their 
Priefts; and as their piety to the Gods was 4 


duty entirely independant, and by no means 


connected with their moral character, or the 


duties they owed to Society (the conduct of 
their Clergy no way interfering with the buſineſs 
of the State) they went on- uninterrupted, and, 


but for foreign power, . have laſted for 


. 


Tut philoſaphers, orators, &c. amongſt 
them, inſtructed the people in moral duties, 
and. the laws enforced their precepts, However 
great the mortification may be to the fanatic 
tribe, certain it is, this Pagan ſyſtem, ſo much 
affected to be held in abhorrence by them, is 


the very religion * both they and every other 


r 


+ That the e 8 has been copied, as 


well as the manners and conducl of thoſe inſpired an- 


cients, may be ſeen in many particulars ; even in ſo triflin 
y Y P. & 


a⁊an inflance as the diſpoſition of the Chriſtian altar, which 


to this day is fo conſtructed as to face the riſing ſun— 
palpably 
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viſionary devotee, whether Jeſuit or Methodiſt, 
in reality follow. The cauſe is eaſily and na- 
turally accounted for. The imagination is much 
nearer at hand to make an appeal to, in any 
doubtful caſe; is of a flexible, ductile nature, 
bends to the will, and creates at command 
what moſt readily ſuits the inclination to form; 
beſides, it leaves no diſagreeable impreſſions 
when ſo employed: whereas, reaſon is a light 
that requires infinite labour to guide and di. 
rect, and, when within our power properly to 
manage, only ſerves to ſhew what delicate 
minds and tender conſciences cannot without 
great prejudice to their ſight endure. 


Inpzep, our greateſt Lawgivers ſeem not to be 
at all ignorant of this truth. Mos Es, of whom 
I would be cautious to pronounce, ſeems not a 
little acquainted with it, tho' no man gave fo 
dreadful a blow to one ſpecies of idolatry.— 


ManowET was a profeſſed viſionary, and the 
Coran exactly reſembles the prayers and eja- 
culations as delivered red-hot from the mouths 


of our Tabernacle-Saints, only a trifling dif- 
ference in the ſtyle and language, the Coran 
being truly oriental, and the rhapſodies do 


palpably ſtolen from che old Pagan worſhippers of that 
tuminary, who always ſaluted the riſing ſun by ſome ex- 
ternal marks of adoration, 


great 


CF) 

great honor to the noble language they are 
compoſed in. © 

+ Commentators often miſtake the author, and 
will, however clear the literal meaning is convey- 
ed to your underſtanding, interpret it their own 
way, and, if poſſible, lead their readers into er- 
rors their own ignorance has created, or their ar- 
tifice (to ſerve ſome ſiniſter ends) has raiſed. 
TRE Missron or our SAaviouk was intended to 
clear from the Jewiſh religion the many abſurdi- 
ties that had crept into it; to expoſe the Phari- 
ſaic hypocriſy ; and, inſtead of a mere exterior 
form of worſhip that failed to influence their 
conduct for the better, to ſubſtitute a ſimple, 
eaſy, yet ſufficient rule of life for their eter- 
nal ſalvation. The people he preached to, is 
a proof that there was no myſtery, nothing 
above the common apprehenſion of the meaneſt 
capacity intended, and the account we have 
of the Mzss1an from the Evangeliſts incon- 
trovertibly confirms it. Had thoſe Four Books 
only been left us, the invention of man could 
never have drawn a ridiculous inference or 
falſe concluſion ; the ſcrupulous could not 
have carped at contradictory expreſſions, nor 
the litigious had a foundation for argument, 
or oppolition., In thoſe Books (and that in 
a very trifle of room, crammed by {craps amidſ# 


—— — much. 


n 
much narrative) is contained the whole ſyſtem 
of the Chriſtian religion; and when we take 


it from the Mess1an, it is compriſed in a few 


Words.— But, as if it was a curſe entailed on 
mankind, to follow every ignis fatuus that 


ſhould ariſe to delude them from the paths of 


truth, the Mess1an was as ſoon forgot as the 


ſtandard of the faith he had eſtabliſhed. A 


man whoſe perſecuting furor turned into a 
different channel, and who. afterwards follow- 
ed the Chriſtian ſect, as a reward for blend- 
ing the learning of the Pagan ſchools and 
ſome fragments of Judaiſm with Chriſtianity, 
is honoured with the title of Saint—I mean 
St. PauL—the great barriers, the fences of 
truth and ſimplicity were at once broke down, 
and the Chriſtian religion made a hodge-podge, 
that cannot well be diſtinguiſhed by any other 
name. . 1 


Tnar the Catholic Clergy and the Me- 


thodiſts ſhould venerate the name of that fran- 
tic logician, is clearly ſeen through. There is a 


uniſon in the ſouls of men whoſe diſpoſitions 


are naturally ſo alike, The perſecuting rage 


and the vindictive ſpirit, at the ſame time 


the affected humility, are the characteriſtic 


marks of the Fanatics, in common with the 
Catholics ; and the Apoſtle of both ſefts had tbe 


ſame 
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ſame complexion. Could the Church of Rome | 
have introduced their ridiculous pageantry in- 


to the rational worſhip, of the Almighty, or 


_ paſſed their pantomime tricks on mankind ? 


could they have induced a man to fit ſeri- 
ouſly at their worſhip, but from the authority 


of this learned ſophiſt ? or could the ignorant 


bawlings of the yet more deſpicable Fanatics 


claim attention, but by arguments deduced 


from his poſitions ? The law of the Mrss1an 
is, therefore, in my opinion, ſuperſeded, and 


| that of a Man advanced by intereſted ſons of 


the old church in its ſtead. Induſtrious, I ſay, 
as the Prieſts of all ages and of all religions 


have been to enſlave the minds of the people 
(the more ſecurely to get poſſeſſion of their 


wealth, and riot themſelves in the luxurious 


enjoyments of the gifts of nature) they never 
could have effected it under the Chriſtian diſ- 
penſation, had it not been for the writer J al- 


lude to, St. Paul. 


Tur plain ſyſtem of morals the Mess14n 
left, is built upon the never-fading, immortal 
baſis of truth and eternal reaſon. His doc- 


trines were not complicated enough for fraud, 


and could by no means anſwer the end of 


a {cliſh, ambitious Prieſthood : — no wonder 
they leave, therefore, vis doctrines, founded on 
ny RI — 


— . ——— - 


( 10 ) E 
reaſon, ſo eagerly to catch at ſyſtems more 
conveniently built upon imagination; where 
interpretation may ſucceed interpretation, in- 
nuendo crowd upon innuendo, and ambiguity, 
darkneſs, and error, be the reſult of the whole. 

—Oppoſe their maxims and doctrines with the 
example and ſentiments of their great Maſter, 
and zheir patron will bring them off, It is 
only turning over to chapter, verſe, &c, and a 
text is provided. There's authority for you, 
deny it if you dare. The reverence to this 
hour paid to their patron, is in conſideration 
of the great regard ſhewn him by thoſe, who 
clearly found it was their temporal intereſt to raiſe 
him as high as poſſible in the public opinion. 
Their own authority (as they intended to exerciſe 
it) depended on his writings being, held ſa- 
cred. That work effected, every Brother of 
the Prieſthood had equal and (in ſome caies) 
ſuperior power to any Monarch on earth, and 
rhe minds and fortunes of the miſerable de- 
luded Public lay at their diſpoſal. 


His enthuſiaſtic followers, the Fanatics, to 
this hour, aware that the penetrating eye of 
Reaſon muſt in a moment cruſh this cobweb 
ſyſtem, cry down as mean, and of no avail, 
the exerciſe of human reaſon in matters of 
religion. But I think our mad-houſes, pri- 
| vate 


* 


vate and public, give ſhocking proofs that it 


is not the gift of every Enthuſiaſt to be mad 


(like Bunyan, &c.) only at intervals. If the 
religion pleaſing to the Almighty is not to 


be the reſult of reaſon, convicted and im- 
preſſed by truth upon our minds, we give up 


our rational faculties, the powers of judging 
and comparing, and there can be no adora- 


tion ſuited to the nature of man (that we know 
of) due to the Creator, or that we poſſibly 


can pay him; as I never found one that knew 


what ſentiments paſs in the minds of any of 
the brute creation, But if I may be allowed 
to judge, they muſt be very like the pre- 
tended intuitive viſionary meditations of a Fa- 
natic. A mule is ſolemn, and inclined to be 


a little untractable; a Fanatic, very ſolemn, 


and very untractable *, 


Fiction has undoubtedly greatly the advan- 


tage of truth and reaſon, whenever employed 
to raiſe extacies. When the imagination is to 


+ The affected gravity of the Fanatics in Scotland, 
even at this time, to a perſon well read in mankind, muſt 
afford matter of very diverting contemplation, —[n Glaſ- 
gow, the author of this work loſt his reputation with a 
ſet of ſocial companions, for ſmiling on the ſabbath-day ;. 
and was rebuked with the greateſt ſeverity by three or. 
four Scotch Attornies (i. e. Writers to the Signet) for aſk- 
ing the maid to mend his ſtocking on a Sunday morning. 


8 


reading the Scripture, I mezn the Four Evan- 
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be warmed by idcas of extatic bliſs, and, the 


fancy roves unconfined to call ſuitable images 
to its aid, what can truth and reaſon do? 
Poot truth is ſhoved out by an army of chi- 
meras, and reaſon is ſmothered by the tem- 


Porary illuſion. Daily experience ſhe ws, that 


truth ſinks in our eſteem greatly, and igno- 
rance and folly proportionably receive encou- 
ragement from the world. There ate, I dare 
fay, in this kingdom, without exaggeration, 
(and that of the better ſort) who could read 
QuarLes Tor Bunyan with pleaſure, that would 


| More over a Locks or a SHAFTESBURY,—Not- 


withſtanding the Catholics had a writer to go 
by whoſe diſpoſition and talents had wonder- 

fully ſuited him to form a religion that would 
admit of endleſs controverſy, profitable to their 
cauſe (let the diſpute end where it would, or 
in whoſe favour ſoever), it muſt have fallen to the 
ground, had the People had an opportunity of 


+ The truth of this remark is evident, and perhaps 
was in no age ſo clearly demonſtrated as, in the preſent, 
The furious zeal the people ſhewed for Hervery's Me- 
DITATIONS, and the rapid fale they met with, is a proof 


that the vulgar and undiſcerning are indeed a prodigious 


majority. Here Works are a very ſcandalous imita- 


| tion of Young's Night Thoughts, in wretched proſe, wrote 


in a flimſy, affected ſtyle; the whole a compoſition of 
ſuſl ian and the falſe ſublime, — now read only by women. 


3 geliſts, 


C 1 ) 
geliſts, reins the reverence due to the Messi 


was transferred from bim to the e Apoſtle of 
the * PAUL. 


Tux dead inanimate figure of the 8 
was ſhewn them — his portraiture was hourly 
forced on their ſight—his crucifixion (with, a 
thouſand barbarities they pretended he had ſuf- 


fered, unauthorized by Scripture) was told, 
with other fabulous rhodomontades, to inflame 


the people againſt the Jews: But the eſſential 
doctrine, the ſimple clear Law, the law of the. 
ETzRNAL Gop, FOUNDED 1n RAS, and ſuit-. 
ed to every degree and condition of man, Was. 
with-held from their ſight, The Messi taught 


an univerſal ſyſtem of benevolence and cha- 


rity : The Fanatics (ſupported by the ſame 
patron as the Jeſuits) damn you to eternal 


flames, unleſs you are prepared, pickled, dreſſed 
and ſerved up for Heaven in the manner they 


would have you; and the Catholics ſhut you out 
from their Church, and leave you to undergo 
the Divine vengeance, without once interpo- 
ſing in your behalf, if you preſume to deny that 


a broom-ſtick is the VIxX GN Maxry, ſhould they 
once chuſe to pronounce it to be ſo. The 
work was but a hundredth part compleated 


at the REFORMATION, Whilſt» the ſink of error 
and the fountain of controverſy was mounted 
| into 
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into Scripture, and held N ſacred with 
— Chriſtianity. 


Tur moſt candid, ſubtle reaſoner is foiled 
in argument by the greateſt dunce Nature ever 
formed, whilſt the latter is furniſhed with a 
thouſand verſes wrote by a man (an enemy 
to reaſon) whoſe aſſertions it is not manners 
to contradict; and I will venture to aſſert, that 
Writer muſt be removed from his undeſerved 
ſtation, before we can have the Chriſtian re- 
ligion in its native purity among us. Had 
that man's glory and infamy been buried in 
oblivion, Pacanism (or the religion of ima- 


gination) could not have blended itſelf with 


the doctrine of CHRIST. But every conſidera- 


tion was facrificed to blazon his honour (as a 


convert), without the leaſt retroſpect to the ec- 
centric diſpoſition of the famous proſclyte. 


What would any man in his ſenſes think of 


endeavouring to fix ſuch a ſuperſtructure as 


York-minſter upon a reed? yet more extra- 
vagant is it to endeavour to ſupport a ſyſtem 


of truth and reaſon upon the ſtill weaker pil- 
lars of viſionary fables | 


Tux great -PATRON of theſe twin-brothers, 
MeTropisTsand CaTHOLICS, often hinted (which 


he need nos haye told us) that indeed there 
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were {ome in the world, during his miniſtry, 


who thought him rather a lille inſane; but he 


gloried in the enthuſiaſtic frenzy, and told 
them it was a madneſs of that kind he choſe. 
All his ſucceſſors and heirs in a right line have 


often had the ſame friendly hints thrown out, 


and their anſwers have been ſomewhat ſimilar. 


1 SHALL paſs over the ſolemn diſputes of the 
Fathers, from the time of ConsTaxTin to the 
reien of HENRY the VIIIth. about the lawful- 


neſs of paring your nails and cutting your 


corns of a Monday morning before breakfaſt, 
and come to that period where the luxurious 
and laſcivious Church of Rome committed 
au with &c. &c. &c. and begot at laſt 

Joan CaRIsTOPHER DE WHM, alias FanaTic 


THE FiRsT. 


As this Hero from great provocation was 
induced to uncover the nakedneſs of his Mo- 
ther, and, as the Son of Noah did by his Fa- 


ther, laugh it to ſcorn; it may be expected 1 


ſhall give a particular account of this extra- 
ordinary gentleman from his earlieſt infancy z 
but it muſt ſuffice, for want of proper mate- 


rials, to inform my readers, that he was brought 


up in the boſom of the Mother with the ten- 
dereſt care, and inſtructed in ſuch precepts as 


might 


- 
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might not only tend to his own &emolument, 
but enable him to contribute largely, when at 
years of maturity, to the neceſſities of his aged 
parent. Dr Wätu was vindictive, haughty, 
and iraſcible—the commands of the Mother 
were authoritative and peremptory: however, 
contrary to his diſpoſition, he was forced for 
ſome time to ſubmit, in hopes of ſome Tenants 
of his Mother's who rented wealthy Farms 
falling off, and he might then W _ 
PS 
D Wilm waited with ſome patience, and 
was hourly wiſhing the death of an old fat 

Farmer, who for a trifling conſideration had 
| a Manfion-houſe and large tract of land that 
brought him in upwards of 40,0001. a year. 
Whilſt he had this in view, he cringed, fawned, 
and made a thouſand profeſſions of love and 
obedience, At laſt an apoplectic fit took off 
DE Waim's greateſt eye-ſore. He flew to his 
Mother with the news, and confidently de- 
manded a leaſe of the manſion and land 
but he was mortified with a refuſal, and given 
to underſtand, before he merited ſuch extra- 
ordinary marks of favour, he muſt grow old 
in zniquity, and the ſervice of his Mother; 
that ſhe was determined to give it to an Ira- 
14an MouxTEBAN E, who had privately ſtabbed 


— 


ten 
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ten Turks, and poiſoned thrice the number 
of Jews. The Mother was to blame *. | Snx 
forgot natural affection — RE immediately re- 
| nounced filial duty :—all was in an uproar.— 
| De Wu damned Italy, and every prody& « 
| the infernal ſoil; and ſwore, had he only known 
- what had been expected of him, he would 
willingly (young as he was) have poiſoned the 
whole of the Muſſulman Empire, and ſtabbed 
the poor defenceleſs Jews, *till one of the cir- 
{ cumciſed ſhould be as rare as a phœnix. Things 
* PB | were gone too far; no hopes were left to effect 
1 a reconciliation : the Mother had never been 
known to forgive, and the Son largely n 
of the parent's diſpoſition, 
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As the friends of the Mother were very 
powerful, DE Way thought it ſafeſt to make 
off, as he judged by ſimilar feelings he would 
be in danger: he conſidered himſelf an ob- 
ject of hatred within the pale; and dreading 
the effects of implacable revenge, fled to ſome 
diſtant relations in Germany, Upon DE WRHIU's 
firſt arrival, he met with a cold reception (as 


© While the Author was writing this Treatiſe, the Mi- 
niſtry were perſecuting, and, in his opinion, very impo- 
litically, Mr. WIL XESs.— The religious and political Creeds 
of a powerful nation ſhould go hand in hand. The ef- 
ſects of perſecution both Whigs and Tories have had 


Y bitter examples * | 
D they 


E 


lp had ſome intimation of the quarrel) and 
held his Mother in-great reverence, They knew 
The had powerful friends, and thought 1 it highly 
imprucent, if not ſinful in De Wain to leave 
her and oppoſe her authority. Notwithſtand- 
ing he aggravated her cruelty, expoſed her pri- 
vate wantonneſs and ill conduct, and exclaimed 


” the ſervility of thoſe wretches who would live 
under the laws and tyrannical mandates of 
ſuch an imperious W 
get ſhelter among the People; and he might 
| have bawled himſelf hoarſe to little purpoſe, 

had it not been for the folly of the Mother, 
who, hearing of De Waim's proceedings, cries 


e am reſolved to advertiſe him, with a reward.“ 


No fooner did the advertiſement appear, but 
the People where he had taken ſhelter in- 
ftanily made 1t a national concern, and {wore, 
as her Ladyſhip went ſo far, they would pro- 
tet him. DE WHM, who was no fool, laughed 
in his ſleeve at this over-ſight of the Mother 
(an over-ſight ſome great Stateſmen, by the 
bye, have made), and getting into the houſes 
of the inhabitants, pretty well inſinuated him- 
ſelf into the good graces of the wives and 
daughters; and by a natural conſequence, the 
men began to pay him civilities. They gave 


f \ ö 


— 


with the vehemence of a DeMosTHENEs againſt 


e, he could ſcarce 


out in great rage, D n the undutiful dog ! 
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attention to his complaints i in 1 the chimney-c cor- 
ner of an evening, where he never failed to 
execrate his unnatural parent, and inflame them 
with a recital of the wrongs themſelves daily 
ſuffered; and ſwore he ſhould think | it no fin 
to fp, her naked and kick her to T wet * *. | 


Tur Mother, on the erben hand, . pace 
with the Son. —She 4% nberited him, and publicly 
gave notice of it, laying dreadful j imprecations 
on thoſe ho entertained the vagrant in their 
houſes. of Dx WII II had by this time removed ; 
his ſtool from the fire- fide often into the or- 
chards, and ſometimes into the fields. His 
auditors became numerous, and thoſe who fol- 
lowed; him were 10 excellent temper to join 
their aſſiſtance with him in kicking down this 
hated authority of the Mother. But unfortu- 
nately DR WHIM had over-ſhot himſelf | in rail- 
ing at every thing about the houſe of the Mo- 
ther, as he had curſed a candleſtick, a bel 
lows, and almoſt every neceſſary of conveni- 


ence, ornament, and uſe: but he had gone 


tao far, he could not recede ;—and. as to re- 
ligion, he had broke down one ſuperitructure, 


without art or wiſdom to erect another. How- 


a * Tagot, the Mahometan Hell. 
D 2 ever, 
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ever, it was neceſſary to patch up a Something 
that ſhould make at leaſt an appearance, and 
here commenced the F ANATIC STRUCTURE. 


De Wulu, as I before obſerved. was bred 


in the boſom of the Mother-Church, and had 
been taught to pay devour” reverence to the 
great Patron of the Prieſthood ; therefore no- 


thing could equal the diſtreſs of DE Wai, 


to ſee the collateral benefits ſunk in the di- 
lapidation of the Gothic ſtructure; and it 
| would have been an inſupportable impudence 
to annex them to his rugged, ill-built edifice. 
This cut him to the ſoul, as he never wiſhed 


in the ruin to become himſelf a loſer. A 


lucky thought, however, rovided him an ex- 
y got, » P | 
pedient, which turned out more beneficial to 


him and his ſucceſſors. Tho? he could not 


command a half of what the People had, he ſer 
his wits to work, and fairly got out of their 


pockers a third of what they were worth, 
with their own conſent, He had ſcarce ever read 
the Grit chapter of St. Luxe, but could repeat 


by art every line of the epiſtle of P to 
the . From this viſionary Saint Dx WRHIN 
daily harangued the people ; and when he met 


with any oppoſition from the ſecret friends of the 


Mother, he aſſumed a cool, diſpaſſionate be- 


® + * 
. 


haviour, 
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_ haviour, and fortified himſelf with a Kaſou- 


able text. Certain it is, however: great a ſcoun- 


dtel the Son was, the Mother was ſtill worſe. 


At length her enormities were ſo great, that 
many reſpectable people (before her ſtaunch 
friends) were aſhamed to be known of her 
party; and as ſome diſcipline muſt of courſe 


be kept up, they rather inclined to De Wai, 


but not quite ſo much as to give him why; par- 


ricular eee 


He had adopted a method dt made his 


hearers remarkably uneaſy, merely in oppoſi- 
tion to his Mother's Chaplains: for whereas 


they kept the People kneeling continually, he 


ordered them not to kneel at all. They wore 


a quantity of cloaths, almoſt ſufficient to ſtifle 


a man to death: D: Wu ftripped to the 
ſhirt. His geſtures were alſo novel: he would 


begin to harangue concerning the light of the 
Goſpel with his eyes cloſe ſhut, and ſpeak of 


the ftedfaſtneſs of faith, every ſecond jerking 
up his body, and ſtanding upon tip-toe. But 


he was moſt diſagreeable, after having taken 


a dram of St. Pavr's ſpiritual reſtorative : his 
belchings were then intolerably fœtid, and his 


face diſtorted in a dreadful manner ; yet his 
great admirers would } Join in 1 the like geſticu- 
nations, 
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 Jations, imitating every. tyotion, and called ir 
1N$PIRATION 7. E 

| NorwrensrandnG — was the child r "FM 
own. bowels, and as like, both in diſpoſition 
and feature, as two peas the Mother com- 
manded a ſufficient quantity of faggots, of her 
7 enants providing, to burn to aſhes (after eyery 
torture cruelty could invent) the body of him 
and every one of his adherents that could be 
found. Dz WEHIM, who alſo loved a bonfire 
to his, ſoul, tho? the materials were compoſed 
of human carcaſes, had ſome tar-tubs det on 
fire, and threw a poor | Aſtronomer into the 


flames for aſſerting the Earth moved round the 
Sun: at the ſame time, had be himſelf been 
one mile from the place where this inhuman 
tragedy was acted, his Mother's agents were 
ready to try how philoſophically this Novo 
could have borne a cas. 


'ABouT this time, a Monarch of a certain 


Our modern MeTHoD1sTs in England give us very 
laughable fpecimens of their oratorical furor aud ſtrange 
grimaces 3 but to have a true idea of its farcical force, 
you muſt · go to Scotland, where the muſcles of the face 
and the joint diſtortion of every limb, both in the Preacher 


and Congregation, makes the ſervice of the Kirk a very 
ribble ſpectacle, 


Hand, 
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Wand, who in ſpiritual matters was ſomewhat 
under the government of the Mother, had ſent 
over deputies to aſk a modeſt queſtion, viz. 
Whether he might not kick his lawful wife out 
of bed, who was grown old, and take a young 


buxom girl in her room, without incurring. the 


cenſure of her Ladyſhip's Head Chaplain ? The 
Chaplain, not aware of the diſpoſition of this rude 

northern potentate, flatly denied him the liberty. 
The Monarch as peremptorily kicked bis own 
Chaplains into a compliance, gratified his deſires, 
and in revenge joined DE WRHIU's party. 


Sour of the Monarchs predeceſſors had ſtood 
1n great awe of the Mother's Head Chaplain, 
but THIS Man ſtood in no fear or awe of any 


thing in HEAVEN ABOVE, OR ON THE EARTH BE- 


NEATH. Tho'this was great encouragement to the 
party, DR Wain himſelt manifeſtly loſt ground. 


He had ſo inflamed the mob, and inſpired them 
with ſuch hatred againſt the Mother, that they 


could not bear any reſemblance of the confounded 


ſtrumpet; yet they one and all ſwore they ne- 


ver ſaw any thing ſo like in gait and feature, 
as De Win himſelf. This mortification (as 
misfortunes ſeldom come alone) was ſucceeded 
by another: Some of the more diſcerning part 
of the rabble ſet up another Teacher, -or he 


ſet himſelf up. He proved to be 4 worthy 
| Wk | man, 


©... 
man, and acted moderately between all parties. 
Some few followed their old leader. 


Tux Mother was not inactive all this time, nor 
fat an idle ſpectatreſs of theſe impudent degrada- 
tions of her authority: ſhe dealt her d—mn—ns 
about very plentifully; and thoſe ſhe could 
not burn with material fire, ſhe kindly con- 
| Ggned to flames eternal. 


_ Consrperinc there was ſo much at ſtake, ſuch 
a number of revolters (who would go to Heaven 
without paying the proper fees for a paſſport) 
it was really alarming ; and it was but fitting 
down in a rainy afternoon, reflecting how a 
little before a Deputy ſent with her commands 
could have taken inexhauſtible treaſures, and 
brought them to her coffers; and that now, 
by the Ca—n—d perfidy of her own child, ſhe 
was robbed of her due, deſpiſed, reviled, ex · 
poſed, and laughed at ;—it was but conſigning 
herſelf, I ſay, over to ſuch agreeable medita- 
tions, and taking a draught of the SPIRITUAL 
RESTORATIVE, but the whole Country was in a 
blaze. Jealous even of her very friends, ſhe 
had planted ſpies and eaves-droppers in moſt 
houſes, and a whiſper diſreſpectful was ſuf- 
ficient, — The offenders were dragged to the 
ſtake, and in one breath exborted. to repentance, 
and NA—N—D TO ETERNAL TORMENTS | 
War 


| Burn and defirgy, was the cry. 
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Waat name can we give that hell-born 
zeal that hardens the ſocial, well-inclined hu- 
man heart, ſtops every avenue to pity, love, 
and thoſe ſoft ſenſations that raiſe the reaſon- 
able creature almoſt to a God? What ſhall we 
ſay to the religion, which, in order to pave 
your way and make your admiſſion to a place 
of perfect purity and bliſs ſecure hereafter, 
cannot fail to make you whillt on earth worſe 
than Devils! 2 | 


Porrrp up with fpiritual pride, and in- 
ebriated with repeated draughts of the R- 
'STORATIVE ELIXIR, the Mother was now lifted 
above all human regards; ſympathetic feeling 
for her own race was too. mean a ſenſation 
for one that had reached the ſummit of vi- 
fionary fanCtification *. This is the very caſe 
at this hour with CaTroLics and FaxaTics , it 
has been the caſe from the moment P——s 
EpisTLEs were raiſed into Scripture; and it will 
be the caſe to the laſt moment of the exiſt- 
ence of the Chriſtian religion, unleſs the ne- 


* This has been illuſtrated in a very late inſtance; 1 
mean the conduct of the Scotch, on the Bill that was 
paſſed on a plan of the moſt liberal ſentiment, for the re- 
lief of the Roman Catholics. The Fanatics in Scotland 
raiſed a very popular inſurrection, which met with the 
approbation of their Superiors; and the true ſpirit of DE 
Warm ſhone forth in its native luſtre, Fire and Faggot, 


E. ceſſity 
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ceſfity is ſcen of expunging all zur HE REAL 
SYSTEM LEFT US BY THE MESSIAH. 


WuiLsT ſo damnable a doctrine is ſuffered 
to paſs unnoticed (or rather encouraged), as 
that our natural affections muſt be deſtroyed to 
make us meet (as they call it in heir cant) 
for ſalvation, the religion richly deſerves every 
contempt, and the ridicule Fews, Turks, or 


Inſidels of any ſect can poſſibly caſt upon it. 
What religion has had the twentieth part of 
the human ſacrifices either to eſtabliſh it, or 


after its eſtabliſhment to glut the inhuman fury 
of its diabolical Prieſts? What were the doc- 
trines of IESuS of NazarRETHA? What were his 


practices? Love, benevolence, and humanity ; 


purity of manners, and ſimplicity of life. Could 


the doctrine of ſuch a Man (take it only in 


the light of his being merely a Man) have met 


with ſuch oppoſition as it actually did, but 


from ſome other unknown cauſe? I affirm the 
cauſe to be this: THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION 
IS COMPRISED IN THOSE Four Books which the 
Catholic Prieſts firſt, and the Methodiſts next, 
kicked out of doors, whatever reſpect they 
may outwardly affect to pay them. I appeal 


to any well-diſpoled Methodiſt, and requeſt 


(in one of his intervals) he will make the 
experiment; that is, after two days diſuſe of 
— —.— the 
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the RESTORATIVE ELIXIR; to examine the prin- 
ciples of Mrrhopis u, and the ſyſtem of Loy- 
OLA ; compare them, and hold both before 
the mirror of reaſon. If he is not ſurpriſed 
with images undiſtinguiſhable from each other, 
| am ſtrangely deceived. But let me caution 
him not even to ſmell at his favourite ELIxIR, 
for one ſnuff taken in at the noſe, turns the 
brain, and inverts all objects; ſo that, inſtead 
of ſeeing the ſimilitude I ſpeak of, he will 
view a fiery Dragon with the tail towards him, 
and an Angel with its heels upwards. 


Every thing neceſſary has been advanced 
to prove the likeneſs to each other, as well as 
the nearneſs of kin; but as the quarrel has 
now been of a long ſtanding, and the enmity 
not the leaſt abated, they want to perſuade the 
World there never was any relationſhip, or the 
leaſt ſimilitude between them; and the World 
In general not intereſting themſelves in the 
cauſe, or taking the trouble to examine the 
pedigree, very readily have taken it upon their 
credit. Their manner of treating each other 
in the reigns of Epwarp, Mary, ELIz aBETR, 

James, and CharLEes THE FissT, are ſhock» | 
ing proofs, that when the power between them 
was unequally balanced, no common revenge 
could fate the fury of either party, which-ever 


E 2 happener 
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happened to be prevalent. Whether Jamzs 


THz FirsT (of whoſe great penetration I ne- 


ver entertained a very high opinion) ſaw the 
PurITaxs and the Jesvits in the ſame light 
I have long had reaſon, to view them, or ſome 


wiſer head pointed out to him the ſtriking re- 
ſemblance; certain it is, in the beginning of 
his reign he iſſued a Proclamation, enjoining 


the PurITans to conform to the eſtabliſhed 
Church, and baniſhed the Jesvits his king- 
dom. The Carnolics felt this diſgrace of 
their beloved Order, and premeditated a hor- 


rid revenge, which nothing but religious fury 
could poſſibly have inſpired, 


"Ma, ths Superior of that infernal Or-. 
der, acted conſiſtent with his ſtation, and laid 
a. plan for blowing into the air and rending 


aſunder the limbs of James and his whole 


Parliament ; conſidering every means juſtifi- 
able— any cruelty, however ſhocking to huma- 


nity, and contrary to the laws of God and. 
nature, glorious, and meriting the reward of 
Heaven, which might exterminate the enemies 
to the power of the Church of Rome, and the 
apoſtolic authority of the Prieſthood. But as 
men from a firm perſuaſion of their right to 


any particular title, when once it is diſputed 
or denied, act with more paſſion than policy 


in 
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in its defence, the conduct of the CaTnoLics 
+ was generally open enough to put their ad- 
E verſaries upon their guard, and their dreadful 
deſigns were generally fruſtrated. But, as þ 
| before remarked, the Fax a rics added to every 
ili quality of the Jeſuits the darkeſt hypo- 

criſy; they acted with caution; and tho? their 

reſentments did not ſpeedily appear, they brood- 

ed over their diſappointments, premeditated a 
ſure revenge, were indefatigable in the pur- 

( ſuit, laid the foundation for a compleat vic- 
tory, and reſolved, weak as their party were, 

to ſurmount every difficulty to attain their end. 


Turkx were living witneſſes of the many 
miſeries the differences in religion had occa- 
ſioned: Thouſands had cauſe to mourn the 

loſs of relations, who had been ſacrificed: for 
their folly in ſupporting, or their temerity in 
Þ oppoſing, the different parties.— The People 
| were in general diſpoſed to be eaſy, and ac- 
3 cept; ſuch Church-· government as beſt pleaſed * 
bobdtr ſuited the State. The diſcontented Few who 
f meditated revenge, were the PIETIS TS, or Puri- 
: tans of De Wuin's ſect, Who bore as great 
1 reſemblance to their leader, as the leader to 
the Mother, or as the Mother to the great 
Patron of the Pr ieſ bod. Many of them re- 
+ tired 0 N Holland and Germany, and others to 
1 1255 e 
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Scotland, patiently waiting the time when ſome 
favourable opportunity ſhould preſent, to re- 


venge their diſappointment, diſgrace their ene- 


mies, and eſtabliſn the Gqrtrines DE Wa had 
inculcated. |; | 


..& 
<0, 


Tut ſucceeding reign pointed out to the 


greateſt Stateſman and Politician Nature ever 


formed, and whoſe penetration was equalled by 
no man's, the uſe he might make of theſe gloomy 
Pr1zT1sTs, to accompliſh the great revolution he 
had in contemplation, The artful and pene- 
trating part of them, alſo, beheld in him a ge- 


nius ſuited to a work that would require the 


greateſt labour; and tho? ſubje&t to a multi- 
tude of obſtacles and imminent dangers, they 
were reſolved to venture, and riſque all to ac- 
compliſh their deſires of victory and revenge, 


A consI1DERATION of the weakneſs of hu- 


man nature, the ignorance of the Multitude, 


and what raſh ſteps men will take, when in- 
fpired with religious zeal, levelled to the fight. 


of this extraordinary Man the Auntainous 


impediments, and leſſened the dangerous paſſes | 
in the road of his ambition. Unluckily, he 
knew mankind too well to be miſtaken in his 
conjectures. He ſaw the conſequence of his plan 
with more than a prophetic eye, He well knew | 
from comparative views, when once the People 
* were 


* 


1 
were ſufficiently contaminated with the reli- 
gious poiſon, and their heavenly views were 
ſo much the object of their concern as to wean 
them from reflecting on temporal matters, no 
object was out of the power of their leader. 
No doubt, he would have uſed the means of 
the Catholic faction as equally eligible, the 
effects of the religions being ſimilar, but that 
they were firmly attached to ſome political prin- 
ciples which oppoſed his main deſign. If what 
is wickedly done may be called wiſely done, he 
acted wiſely in aſſociating with the Faxarics. 
By his manner of behaviour when at the Con- 
venticles, where he was inwardly diſguſted at 
the nauſeous belchings of the moſt ignorant 
Enthuſiaſts, he outwardly appeared wrapt in 
divine extacies with the frantic rhapſodies, and 
encouraged and inſpired the Vulgar with the 
like ſentiments, *till they would have gone to 
the gates of Hell to drive the CaTHrorLics into 
the gulph, and every other religion that had 
the leaſt mark of human reaſon in its com- 

poſition. 


Tas PurITaANns who had retired to Scotland, 
returned with a heavenly gang at their heels; 
the enthuſiaſtic fire was kindled, and ſpread 
with aſtoniſhing rapidity, However difficult 
0 taſk may be to eber the judgement, and 
clear 
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clear human reaſon from the rubbiſh that op- 
preſſes and deſtroys its activity; whatever 
trouble and time it would take to bring the 
World to a rational opinion of the Creator and 
of themſelves; it is quite different when the 
imagination is the ſubject worked upon, and 
a viſionary worſhip is ſubſtituted to anſwer the 
purpoſes of great deſigning villains. 


CROMwELL made uſe of the beſt materials, 
undoubtedly, to anſwer his end; and the poor 
infatuated wretches were employed to ſearch 
for the light within, in order to keep them in 
utter darkneſs. The hatred that was ſo im- 
placable in the, beginning, and whoſe origin I 


before explained, now broke out afreſh on the 


part of the Fax arics. As it was convenient to 
enlarge the number of Teachers, to foment and 
keep alive the animoſity of the People againſt 
the Church, no regard was paid to the learn- 
ing and abilities of the Teacher; but he whoſe rea- 


ſon was moſt perverted, and who had the largeſt 


fund of viſionary jargon (and of conſequence 
the greateſt ſhare of acrimony) was admitted 
among their Clergy. This flattered the vanity 
of the Vulgar, and every man ſtrove to ad- 
vance in ſpiritual perfection, that he might 
ſtand candidate for the Clerical honour. The 
pride that ſtimulated ſuch wretches to be- 
13915 | come 
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come Teachers, made them look with envy and 
hatred at thoſe dignities the wiſdom of the 
eſtabliſhed religion had honoured. the great and 
learned with; and as they could not put them- 
ſelves on a footing or competition with them 
on that ſcore, they cried down human learn- 
ing, as a matter that tended to take the mind 


from ſpiritual concerns, and was uſeleſs, if 
not detrimental, to the operation of Grace. And 
it muſt be confeſſed, had human reaſon, the 
great enemy of every Impoſtor, aſſiſted by a2 
ſmall ſhare of its great friend Human Learning, 
been conſulted, Fax Arieisu would never have 
triumphed over religion and virtue. 


* 


RavaiLLae, an enthuſiaſt of the Church 


of Rome, had with his own hand ſtabbed that 


great Monarch HENRY the IVth. of France, 
and ſent him to the ſhades, to appeaſe the wrath 
of the Church for that Monarch's humanity 


In not torturing and burning the Fanatics in 


France called Huconors ; and the Fanatics 
in England, reſolving to keep pace with the 
Papiſts in cruelty and injuſtice, reſolved to 


murder CHARLES, becauſe he preferred a Clergy 
who could read, and did not ſelect his Biſhops 


from the worthy ſociety of.Journeymen-Taylors, 


&c. In a ſhort time they effected, under the 
tutelage of their leader, who had himſelf caught 


ens. in 
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in reality the viſionary infection, the moſt ex- 
traordinary revolution in the civil and religious 
government of a great Kingdom that ever Hiſ- 
tory recorded. The troops under the com- 
mand of this amazing man, who, from a pri- 
vate obſcure- ſtation, took advantage of the 
weakneſs of human nature to aggrandize and 
lift himfelf ſuperior to the laws and religion 
of his Country, partook largely of the enthu- 
ſiaſtic furor, which amply ſupplied the place of 
rational valour, and after a comfortable portion 


of their Epiſtolary Apoſile's ResToR aTIve, would 
have met and ſubdued any mortal power. 


Tue Catholics had received ſo many indig- 
nities, that no meaſures (they thought) could 
be ſevere enough to puniſh the d—m—d He- 
retics ; and not looking deep enough into the 
nature of things, nor examining cauſes by their 


effects, could not or would not diſcern that 


both followed the ſame creed. Not being aware 
how nearly they ſtood in relation to each other, 
they were reſolved, as much as in their power 


Jay, to retaliate as near the old way as poſ- 


ſible, They were alſo in perpetual dread (know- 
ing how far they could with pleaſure go them- 


ſelves) leſt their enemies ſhould give the firſt 


blow, and gain the advantage. A ſeaſonable ap- 
plication to the FAMILY- SAINT gave them reſo- 
lution, 


(-.35- } 


lution, and, for the glory of God, they cut the 


_ throats of as many Proteſtants as could be 
found. —Hiſtory informs us, not leſs than one 
hundred and fifty thouſand were murdered, to 


_ appeaſe the reſentment of the Catholic Prieſts 


in Ireland. The unfortunate Monarch, who 
fell a ſacrifice to his love of Apoſtolicꝶ inſtitu- 
tion, deſerved the greateſt commiſeration; wor- 
ried to death, on the one hand, by the murmurs 


of Catholics and Epiſcopalians to cruſh the 
Fanatics, and threatened with every evil, on 


the other, if he ſuffered a Papiſt or a Biſhop 


to live.—The one party had been too much 


provoked and inflamed ; the other had their 
judgements and natural reaſon ſo clouded, and 


their imaginations filled with ſuch monſtrous 
ideas of viſionary forms; that no moderation 
could be expected. The minds of both parties 
were enſlaved; and whether by a Popiſh Prieſt 


or a Fanatic, the conſequences, as have ſuf- 
ficiently appeared, were equally dreadful. It 


required more capacity and diſcernment than 
fell to the ſhare of che Multitude to withſtand 
the artful machinations of men whoſe ſuperior 
talents and learning had given them an oppor- 
tunity to ſee into their weakneſs, and practiſe 


upon their credulity; who, to accompliſh more 
readily their ambitious deſigns, perverted the 


word of the Almighty, and made him the 
F 2 avowed 
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| avowed champion of murder, cruelty, and re- 


= Thos: monſters of Society muſt be Atheiſts, | 
or, what is worſe, Hypocrites of the moſt 


d—mn—ble dye, who could perſuade poor 
wretches they were in a ſtate of Grace, juſ- 
tified and fſandified (even on Earth) by the 
great Creator, whilſt they were made callous 


to every human feeling, overturning the ſyſ- 
tem of the Mess1an, 1 butchering their 


fellow creatures without remorſe. The Fa- 
NATICS (to repeat inſtances of the great ſimi- 


larity between DE Wu and his party, and 
the Mother and her followers) who, as I re- 


marked before, were never known to forgive, 
recollected that the Car hol. ics had indeed wan- 
tonly and inhumanly murdered in cold blood 
thouſands of defenceleſs wretches, and in the 
fury of the carnage had cut off thoſe who 
never wiſhed, had it been in their power, to 
injure them.—As if compelled by ſome fatal 
neceſſity to bear every horrid mark about them 
of their monſtrous parent, they full as indif- 
criminately fell to work, and ſeemed to deſire 


only a ſufficient quantity of blood to lull them 


into a lethargick forgetfulneſs of every injury. 
The Parliament's army in Ireland therefore, 
reflecting that Women might bear Children, 


and 
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and Children grow Men, raiſed an Hecatomb, 
an awful pile of Human Carcaſes ;—a dreadful 
monument of that perfect religion they obeyed, 
and of that heavenly inſpiration they-fallowed. 


Tux CaTnoLics, in the reign of Jauxs Tas 


| SecoNnD, ſeemed not a little inclined to put in 


practice the retaliating plan both parties ſeemed 


ſo fond of purſuing; but a happy Revolution 


ſucceeded, which ſaved them the unneceſſary 
trouble, and and reduced them to humbler views, 


W more Chriſtian- like diſpoſitions, 


Tur Engliſh, when religion was fo welleſta- 


| bliſhed (as in the reigns of WitLiam, Anwe, 


and Georce I.) that it rather ſupported their 
civil liberties than gave the leaſt colour to 
deſpotiſm, were in a ſtate of perfect tranqui- 
lity. Indeed the eſtabliſhed religion rather bore 


ſome marks in its external worſhip Tof trifling 


import) to the Romiſh Church, from whoſe 
diſcipline part of the Liturgy had been com- 
poſed ; and many, who had felr the ſeveri:y 
of High Church diſcipline, thought proper ta 


diſſent: but not the leaſt appearance of ill- 


humour ſhewed itſelf, or ſubſiſted between the 


People on that account; as, whether ſuch ce. 


remonies were or were not expunged, they mu- 


tually acknowledged could not be attended 9 


with 


"080 1: 
with any ſerious conſequences as to the great 
Nen of feligion, Eternal Salvation. 


- Upon ſuch a foundation did religion ſtand, 
and in ſuch a ſtate, when a Man appeared in 
the worle, who aſtoniſhed the ſenſible and the 
learned, and drew, like a Prophet, the rabble 
after him. If Provipence could poſſibly be 
thought to err, it may be ſuppoſed in this in- 
ſtance ; 1 mean, the time of bringing this 
Bisnoe or FANATICISM into his Miniſtry. If evil 
muſt of neceſſity be admitted into the world, 
its moſt powerful agents, one would imagine, 
ſhould appear at ſome period when glorious 
miſchief is on foot, that its Evil Angels may 
_ moſt readily foment it to deſtruction and hor- 
SOL: | | 


Hap this great meteor appeared in the reign 
of that unhappy Monarch CHARLES THE FigsT, 
the bunglers would not have taken half the 
time; — but the deſtruction of the Monarch 
and the ruin of the People might have been 
compleated, after it had been proved neceſſary 
to the encouragement and growth of Grace, 
in half-a-dozen extempore ejaculations and 
ſpiritual belchings. The Multitude ran after 
him as a great novelty, as indeed they had rea- 
ſon; for as the Fanatics of De WHII's per- 

ſuaſion 
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ſuaſion could not be remembered by the oldeſt 


Man in England, the People were aſtoniſhed 
to ſee a Man, in direct oppoſition to the de- 
cent manners of the Clergy, diſtort his face, 
bawl in the ſtreet, throw his arms about, ut- 
tering at every third word d mn tion, jerk- 
ing his body from one ſide of the roſtrum to 
the other, grinning and gnaſhing his teeth, 
and, when out of breath, leaning his body ſo 


far over, that his hearers uſed to fear he would 
loſe the neceſſary equilibrium, and come down 
on his head.—But as he was a ſtrange Man, 
the Multitude concluded (judging as they did 
ever, and ever will) he muſt be a good and a 


wiſe man. 


He had a voice which much exceeded any the 
moſt ſonorous of our Stage-Heroes. He under- 


| ſtood the art of moving the paſſions to admi- 
ration, and ſurpaſſed the great Rosius him- 


ſelf in opening the flood- gates to the ſource 


of tears. The very ſoul of De Win and 
the ſpirit of the great PATRON of THE PRIEST - 


Hoop ſeemed united, and breathed in the eja- 


culations of this rhapſodiſt, His addreſs was con- 


fident, his poſitions romantic, and truly viſion- 
ary; and his concluſions were bold, peremptory, 


and autboritative. He exactly walked in the very 
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ſteps of that Saints whoſe writings had been 


the ſtudy of his life, and the delight of his 
foul ; that very Saint, whoſe writings have 


cauſed the calamities of bloodſhed and devaſ- 


tation all over The European World. , 


— 


Ix our Vaniverſities, many ingenious young 


men, who have not powerful friends, ſee but 
a melancholy proſpe& of exiſting with de- 
cency, after ſeven years ſtudy and labour to 


qualify them for the ſacred function. If 
admitted into the houſe of a Nobleman, the 
Chaplain has the mortification to find him- 


ſelf the butt of his Lord's drunken conipa- 
nions, -treated with no more reſpect than the 
Huntſman, and debarred the pleaſure which the 
domeſtics in general enjoy. If he is obliged to 


ſerve as Curate ſome rich libidinous Prieſt, and 
do the drudgery of the office for 30 l. a year, 
his ſtipend is not ſufficient to raiſe him above 
that contempt poverty is. ſure to meet from all 
ranks of men. The ſhameful diſproportion be- 
tween the ſalaries: of the Clergy, gives room 


for a ſcandalous reflection on the wiſdom and 


juſtice of the Kingdom. To this cauſe we owe 


the preſent alarming growth of FanaTicism, 


that is now making ſuch progreſs among the 
great dunces ; for it could not be ſo ſupported 
as It is, without the aſſiſtance of the well- 


dreſſed 


7-4 1 
Areſſed Vulgar, tho? at fieſt, it drew the atten- 
tion only of the rabble, 1 


Nod oubt the melancholy 15 ect V Werrer 21D 
had of a comfortable living, ſet his brains to 
work, and he determined to go out of the 


common road, and engage (as he had no other) 


the PorL Ie for his patron.— Nature had be- 


ftowed talents on him ſuited to anſwer the end 
of his greateſt ambition. He was laborious, 


patient, maſter of his own paſſions, watchful of 
advantages, and careful in turning them to ac- 
count. His ſeeming unconcern and fortitude 


under the diſgraces and odium thrown on him 


by his enemies; ſuch as the ſneers of the rich and 


learned, the contempt and envy of thoſe of his 


own cloth, and the brutal behaviour of the 
abandoned mob; was a proof of his good- ſenſe 
and penetration. He knew nothing could ſe- 


cure him the affection of his proſelytes, and en» 


creaſe their number, ſo much as his enduring per- 
ſecution with reſignation: nothing he knew.could 


give him greater aſſurance of a more reſpectable 


eftabliſhmenc than receiving frequent indigni- 
ties, and artfully hinting © ſuch were the diſ- 


«+ graces the primitive Apoſtles endured.” His 


proſelytes, not making the diſtinction between 
the ſufferings of a man in a pillory, and the 7 
treatment of a St. STEPHEN, Judged that a pa- 
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rity ofcircumſtancesconfiituted Gmilarityof cha- 
racer ; and that as the Saints and Apoſtles had 
been fo treated, he muſt be a Saint alſo; and 
his energetic and pathetic rhapſodies put it out 
of doubt. The Apoſtolic: character his fol- 
4d<wers fixed on him, begot him a reverence 
that bordered on adoration; and to the ho- 
nout of his abilities be it ſaid, no man had the 
minds and conſciences of ſuch a number of 
people under his ſubjection at one time. He 
could paint the horrors of a miſerable eternity 
till his auditors would ſhake with terror, melt 
them into tears by an eafy tranfition, image 
the joys that were in ſtore for them 'till he 
| had raiſed them into extacies, and when he had 
almoſt ſer them dancing, could cool them by 
« digreſſion that had ſomething of humour and 
pleaſantry. His action (which is moſt ridicu- 
Joufly condemned in the Pulpit) was power- 
ful, but very often extravagant; and he affect- 
ed the attitude of e ie to the Athe- 
nians. 
4 RD of the thinking ſort were donbrfut 
in a point that once a certain Gentleman hinted 
to a certain Great Name; that is, they appre- 
Hended too much attention to the works of 
that Apoſtle. had infected him; in ſhort, it 
Was whiſpered he was mad. It was a profit- | 
Vi * 7 able 
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able phrenzy ! Indeed, it was at beſt an ill datured 


conjecture, as I believe e never was actually 
confined, in Bedlam.— And here let none blame 


the Author of theſe ſheets, whether friend or 


foe to the Man, for treating him ſometimes lu- 
dicrouſly, and ſpeaking at other times in his 
favour. As a man of great abilities and ge- 
nius, he deſerves an abler pen to hold his 
name forth to the eye of Poſterity; but as 
he launched into the world to revive Enthu- 
ſiaſm and the doctrine of the old F ax Aries, 
the ridicule that unavoidably muſt fall to the 
ſhare of any Man who could put on the diſ- 
ſimulation and other artifice neceſſary to ſup- 
port his Miniſtry, is as much his due as the 
praiſe he would have deſervedly merited, had 
Fortune placed him originally in an | indepea- 
dant ſtation of life. WL 3 


As he Gun himſelf well 3 and his 
auditors often amounted to upwards of ten chou- 
ſand, his views increaſed with his ſucceſs. He 
knew to what a powerful head they once had 
roſe in England, and ſaw a fair proſpect before 
him of immortalizing his name: he looked down 
with diſdain on Biſhoprics and Church-dignities, 
felt himſelf more powerful than any Proteſtant Bi- 
hop. a. and in a fair way ſpeedily t to become richer. 


As it was the neceſſary and conſtant oradtich 
5 8 of 
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of all Faxarics to blind the eyes of the People, 
before they could impoſe with ſafety on their 
minds, and lead them, like aſſes, by the noſe; 
WmrTFizLD decried human reaſon and human 
learning, like the FanaTrcs of old, and ſub- 
ſtituted viſionary Grace and change of man- 
ners, not to be ſcen but felt. This doctrine, 
ſo ſuitable to the condition of moſt People, 


vas admired by thouſands; and as he intended 
aà rapid progreſs, ſome Aſſiſtants were found 


neceſſary. The Clergy at that time (however 
the neceſſities or ambition of many of them 
ſince have altered their minds) ) affected to de- 
ſpiſe and abhor his doctrines; he was there- 


fore obliged to collect a Clergy out of his on 


congregation, and ſent them to different quar- 


ters.— In this, alſo, he imitated the goodly tribe 


of FanaTics in the reign of CrarLEes THz 
FirsrT. He had tried the diſpoſition of the 
People, and found nothing pleaſed them ſo 
well as being convinced they were in a ſtate 


of damnation; fince Remiſſion, Pardon, Juſ- | 


tification, and Sanctification, were ſo eaſily ob- 
tained, without lay ing themſelves under a ne- 


ceſſity to walk in the rugged diſagreeable road 
of moral diſcipline, 


Tux abſence of every Virtue, charity, be- 
nevolence, gratitude, &c, was not regarded 


4%) 


as Virtue was by no means neceſſary to Salva. 


tion: Nay, [1 have heard it myſelf aſſerted, 


that natural good diſpoſitions were offenſive 


to the Almighty, and would impede the ope- 
ration of GRACE. WauiTFIELD having laid 


the plan according to the old never. failing mo- 
del; having deſtroyed the credit of Reaſon, 
the neceſſity of Virtue, and fixed a contempt 


in the minds of the People for Human Learn- 


ing; knew he could impoſe ſuch Teachers as, 
not having learning, were fitteſt; Men deteſt- 
ing Virtue, who were brimful of grace and 


ſpiritual perfection, and who being too bigot- f 


ted and ignorant, neither knew where Rea- 


ſon was to be found, or, if they had a no- 


tion of Reaſon at all, looked on it as a dan- 


gerous judge to appeal to, and believed it to 
be a mere Will-o'the-wiſp to lead them into 
the bogs and mires of human affeQions ; ; ſuch 


. as duty to parents, love for children, &c. 


 LerT any rational B-ing image to himſelf a : 
poor ignorant Mortal, with dreadful diſpoſi- 


tions and propenſities, at enmity with every 
thing that can make him wiſe or good, em- 


bracing a viſionary idea that he is e of 
his REDeeMER, that he has the honour to be 
admitted to ſpiritual intercourſe with the Ma- 


iy of Heaven, and that no Mortal can be 
| —oqual 
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* to him (except ſome of his ignorant 
brethren, who. likewiſe, becauſe moſt like the 
brutes, and fartheſt from rational, are intitled 
to the like) — what would a Man in his ſenſes 


ſay to ſuch a poor infatuated Mortal as a 
Preacher? Yet ſuch were the Men Warrrreup 


Choſe to be joint-labourers in the great work, 
as he called it; nor did the treatment of the 
mob (who could not with patience ſee their 
Brother - Journey men live by preaching, whilſt 
they worked) deter them from obeying the in- 
ward Call. This frenzy is incurable : eggs, 


brick · bats, and horſe- ponds, have had as little 


effect without, as a regimen and chains have 
had within the manſions of Moorfields.—Thoſe 
inſane Teachers, artfully called by their Ma- 
ſter, were diſperſed over England to infe& the 
Provincials, whilſt he was labouring to eſta- 
bliſn himfelf in the Metropolis, and raiſe a 
ſufficient ſum for erecting a building he affect 
edly ca Tur TABERNACLE, 


A sun was preſently raiſed ſufficient for the 
purpoſe of building two, and a great ſurplus 
for ſuch uſes as he in his great Grace might 
think proper to put it to. No ſooner were his 
TaRERNACLES compleat, but other contribu- 
tions were weekly gathering from his Congre- 
n for the uſe of the Poox ; for the elta- 

* — | bliſhment 


Tal 


Miidhinemt of the Orphan-Houſe in — F 
or for ſome public Charity, whereby he mighe 

become popular; reſerving within his own 
power the knowledge of what was collected, 
and giving to the Charity ſuch a e of it 
Ka he pledſed. b 1 Ic 


Now, By SANT Pavr, the work went 
„ bravely on !” After a noble harveſt in Lan- 
don, he gathered the flock ; took his leave of 

them as an affectionate ſhepherd; told them 


be was called to the Lord's Work at Briſtol, 


and in the Weſt ; and after having ſqueezed 
a contribution for his journey, left the glean- 
ings of the field to his Deputies. At this 
time the majority of his Congregati:ns were 
che Poor, from whom he was conſtantly get- 
ting charitable contributions. He reminded 
them of the widow's mite, and generally 
fent them home with an empty pocket and a 
head full of enthuſiaſm and nn als 4 


is journey to Briſtol met wirh great ſucceſs, 
and he plainly ſaw that at any time, in the 
Kingdom of Great Britain, Moraliry and O Or- 
thodox Divinity might be pulled down, and 
FaxATICI8M, or the Da&trines of Dre Wang, 
built upon its ruins, with advantage to the 
—— of che Fanatic — ſen⸗ 
file, 


EP 


Able, the rational, and judicious among Man- 
kind, bear no proportion to the ignorant, the 
weak, and credulous ; therefore he was ſecure E 
of an amazing majority. When he was ſuf- 
fered to preach in Churches, the Multitudes 
5 of People were aſtoniſhing; and the inſide of 
the Church, after he left it with the rabble at 
his heels, appeared like the inſide of Covent- 
Garden Theatre the morning after Ned Shuter's 

| Benefit—every. thing i in diſorder. | 


| T Wee blen roglifted, their 
Congregations leſſened, and the reſpect paid 
them turned into ſomething worſe than bare 
negligence. Some of the ſuperior orders openly 
complained at Court, and a Privy Council was 
ſummoned. The Duxz of N—-W—sTLE, then 
the Prime Miniſter, adviſed a BishorRIck, to 
ſilence his voice and his ambition. The offer 
was made indirectly. to him, but met with a 
poſitive refuſal; he was already ArciBiSHOP 
of a greater and richer See than * in the 
| WE of the Crown. 


In the firſt RS of Th ene to 
wealth and popularity, his own poverty and 
Apoſtolic diſintereſtedneſs were in every ha- 
rangue the ſubjects of his Diſcourſe. He had 
the incomparable art of reconciling contradic- = 
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nns in as great perfection as any mortal per- 
haps under Heaven. He would with a 1 
unbluſhing countenance ſolicit Charity as 
Mendicant, while unbounded benen wilde . 
ſurrounded him. He would ſtep into his Car- 
Triage before the faces of two or three thou- 
land people, whoſe pockets” he had' drained 
on 4 plea of poverty. As the character of 
this extraordinary Man is mottled and che- - 
quered with many oppoſite colours, it requires 
as whimſical a pen to delineate him. That a | 
Man without ſhining abilities, and but with a \1 
moderate ſhare of learning, ſhould raiſe himſelf 
to the eminence he did, may ſeem a paradox 
to Poſterity. — It was his indefatigable 1n- = 
duſtry “, his perſeverance, his effrontery, and 42 
great good nature, (which laſt quality ſhone) _ 
_ Joined to a winning affability in his countenance, | 
which united to remove all the ſtumbling-blocks 


that might otherwiſe. have impeded his ne” | 
an | 1 8 | — 


Wirten exceeding politeneſs and gen- 
tleman- like qualities would have been conſpi- 
cuous in a Court; and among 2 party with 
People of Condition, he was a lively and 
agreeable, if not a gay companion. To! theſe 


4 


. He preached on an average three times adde. — j 9 8 . 
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infinuating qualities in his character he firſt 
owed his intimacy with his illuſtrious Proſelyte 
| S—L——4, CounTzss of Hu—T——n. This 
Lady embraced his opinions, and with a well- 
| meant zeal raiſed him contributions to eſtabliſh 
1 his Sect on a permanent foundation. She cheriſhed 
> his Under-graduates in his abſence, and brought 1 
| at leaſt an bundred Preachers into the Field! The | | 2 
ſentiments of this Lady were as liberal and 
noble, as they were diffuſive and benevolent; | 
ſo that any trifling diſſonance in opinion be- 75 
| tween theſe mad Rhapſodiſts about Free-Will, 1 
5 | &c, never oppoſed her perſeverance or endea- F 
* vours to cultivate this moon- inſpired doctrine 
of intuitive GRACE. 2 


Taz perſeverance of WRIrrIEID was, in- 
_ deed, aſtoniſhing ! His firſt emigration to 
America, to the moſt uncivilized parts of it, with- 
out friends or patronage of any fort, might 
influence a mind prone to Superſtition to .ac-' 
cede to an opinion that he was divinely pro- 


. tected. —Before we aſſent to the great merit 
b given him by many for his ſucceſs in this quar- 
2 ter, we ſhould conſider, that ſhort and eaſy are 
1 the tranſitions from Pacanism to, the doctrines. 


of DE Wain. The flexibility of the human 
mind, by the cunning and intereſted part of 

1 Mankind, has been in all ages the obje& on 
14 : 3 | EEE ar” > > 


„ 

which the game of Religious Impoſture has 
been played with ſucceſs. That fear given us 
by kiad Nature as a guard to warn us from 
perſonal danger, may be agitated to a degree 
either of phrenzy or deſpair. In proportion as 
this paſſion is alarmed by the Anathemas of a 
SAcRED DICTATOR, will ignorant or weak Men 
become ſubject to its force, Dur aTion gives 
pain importance, and ETzxniTy is and ought to 
be a ſubject of every Man's ſerious attention. 


ARMED with every neceſſary material for his 
work, no wonder he ſucceeded as he did in 
America, eſpecially as in moſt of the Colonies 
the old Fax Aries had left the doctrines of De 
Wulu to their poſterity for their Religious Creed , 
and what gave it ſtability, they interwove with ix 
alſo the rational principles of ſelf government. 


Tux laſt time he went to America proved 
fatal to him, as well as to the cauſe of 
MezeTropism *; for ſince his death, numerous 
as the adventurers have proved, none ever 
came (within a comparative degree of excel- 
lence) near this Prodigy as a Preacher. 


Row. AND HII poſſeſſes all his fire and all 
his rage, but has neither his tranſitive powers 
® He died in America of an aſthma. His laſt Will and 
Teſtament is @ curious compoſition, — „ 

H 2 nor 
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nor the pathetic tones of his ſtrange Maſter, 


He bruiſes the ear, but lets the heart eſcape. 


| Beſides, - Row——D 1S in ear neſt > 


- 


* Jones, cotemporary with WRITTIEI p, 


from a dull, orthodox, ſpoil-pudding Curate, in 
one week caught the faſhion, changed his doc- 
trine, and changed his dinner. He got Money 
and Fame. No ſooner had he learned the art to 
aſtoniſb and amaze ] as Bavxs ſays, but he found 


an agreeable revolution in his table, and the 


0 Fer, announced him Aa Great Man. 


FROM aceatſity or akon no have had nu- 


merous Candidates in the METRHODIST ſtyle, 
- moſt of whom met with diſappointment. 


E , 
0 o 1 


Six Hey TR—I—-vNV and CAPTAIN 


So- may be called Volunteers in the ſer- 
vice, as We never can ſuppoſe them influenced 
| 10 Fe motives. 


dais Meh who ſeemed likely to found 


- a Set on the principles of the FanaTics of 


CRroMWELL's day, 'TopLapy certainly ſtood the 
foremoſt.— He was a man of genius, learning, 


and judgment; a ſpirited and keen writer (as 
« Joun WzsLEy can teſtify), and his management 


|. 2 Reverend Trou 45, late of St Sayiour's, Southwark. 


- 
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gave great reſpectability to his Chapel. Tor- 
LAbv's apparent motive was $0 fix this ſtrange 
Will-& the-Wiſp, by reducing the different Sects 
of MtTaop1sTs to the ſyſtem of the Ancient 
PuriTans, which bordered' greatly on Qua- 
KLRISM. And here it is pleaſant to remark, the 
difference in the features of the preſent.tribe of 
| FanaTics and of thoſe who were concerned in 
the tranſactions of 1648. The Puritans of that 
day were entirely a new People. Till this pe- 
riod (the reign of CHARLES) they were too few 
and deſpicable for notice, had not motives of _ 
Pride, Revenge, and Ambition, made them 
the neceſſary tools of CRoMweLL, and the great 
authors who laid the foundation of our na- 
tional liberties, and whoſe exalted and gallant 
daring in defence of their Country, will make 
tyrants yet unborn. © tremble while they read.“ 
I ſay, the increaſe of the PuriTans was O- . 
ing to the temper of the Times, the hatred | 
they bore the CaTnoLics, and the jealouſy 
they entertained of the Court favouring their 
bitter enemy, The old Mother-Church. The 
written Sermons of that period are, in gene- 
ral, bitter invectives; but tho? wrote with too 
much paſſion to be noticed as accurate compoſi- 
tions, they are much preferable to the deſpicable 
jargon we hear from the TABERNACLES and 
Coxvxxrierks of the preſent day, The pre- 
| ſent 
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ſeri FaxaTICs will never be ſo formidable as the 
old Poux frANs were, for many reaſons ; the moſt 
prevailing of which are, that neither the ſame 
fears, the ſame revenge, nor the ſame intereſt, 


at preſent unite them. As the Barometer riſes 


and falls with the change of the Atmoſphere, 


ſo they multiply or decreaſe as their Preachers 


are more or leſs eminent for lungs or effrontery. 


Ir would be an omiffion, indeed, unpardon- 
able, ſhould we conclude a Treatiſe of this nature 


without mentioning the Lutheran Schiſmatick (as 
the Jeſuits call him) who immediately fol- 


lowed GE 
ſpoke in tt 


Gt WHITFIELD, and of whom he 
rms of the higheſt reverence, when 


he told his Congregation in the language of 
_ Scripture, that “one was coming after him 


the latchet of whoſe "_— he was unworthy 
to looſe,” 


IT would be leſs difficult to paint PRxorus 
in all his fabled ſhapes under one diſtinct 
figure, than to deſcribe the other famous Diſ- 
ciple of the PRIMITIVE Saint, As the firſt imi- 
cated the geſtures, violeace, and frantic de- 
clamation of his great Maſter ; This contented 
himſelf with the acuteneſs, the logical equi- 
vocation and brilliancy of genius ſo often diſ- 
or by the Hebrew Orator *, * 3s well in his 


: # St, Paul, 
| Epiſtles 


Fo 
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Epiſtles to his Friends, as when under difficul- 
ties and puniſhments. This living monument 
of Apoſtolick phrenzy furniſhes us with a cha- 
racter very rare; that is, an Enthuſiaſt with- 
out paſſions; except a whimſical ambition to 
| be diſtinguiſhed in the character of Preacher, 
Phyſician, Author, Experimental Philoſopher, 
and Politician, may be ſaid to comprize all 
the paſſions incident to Human Nature. His 
great acquirements as à Scholar, demand our 
admiration; the application of his talents, to 
ule the ſofteſt term, our pity. What Da TD ER 
ſays of VIIIIE RS, Duke of Buckinoram, is 
moſt applicable to him: All ching by turns, 

% but nothing ever long.” Head his writings 
as a Divine, and I am poſitive any Gentleman 
acquainted with Religious Controverſy would, 
with the Sox BONNE, declare him a Jesurr, a 
Rank CaTHoOLIck. Peruſe his anſwer to Doc- 
tor Warburton, you would pronounce him a 
Serjeant at Law. Hear him preach one day at 
. | TT Cn TS 
the Foundery, and you would ſwear he was a 
good Actor. Take a turn to the Seyen-Dials 
the next morning, and ten to one (if the wea- 
ther changed) but Implicit Faith, ibe doctring 
of the Motber-Church, is his Theme; and in 
the evening an Anabaptiſt. Every Sunday he 
is a Lutheran; the following day he fides with. 
wed Jack CaLvix; and if che weather proves 
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mild (by his mental Barometer) on Tueſday, he 
cannot tell what Religion he is of himſelf, unleſs 
he is deſtined to hold forth: and then, as he 
has all Religions by him, he takes no care, but 
gives his Congregation what firſt comes up- 


permoſt; and ſometimes it proves a kind of 
naſty Olio, a diſguſting mixture of all to- 
gether, where Moszs, *Manomer, St. Pavr, 


IN AT IOS LoyoLa, SpixosA, Father Parsons, 


Joun Bunyan, and Jos MiLIER's Jeſts, are 
| ſerved up to the People by this viſionary cook 

in his Rhapſodies, which his auditors honour 
with the an of Sermons; 


Hrs 8 fit was of a ſhort conti- 


nuance, but while it laſted was exceedingly 
violent.—On the appearance of a Comer, tho” 


innocent as the appearance of Orion, he 


Sb Ro HET llke prognoſticated about it. He 


entered the liſts with all the Moon-ſtruck Seers, 
and with a Demoniac rage utter'd forth his 


pious” Anathemas. Indeed, he was not quite 
ſo cruel a prophet as Jertmian, who, after 
he had betrayed his countrymen the IsR a ELITES 
for money, to their moſt inveterate enemy, 


wrote his exceeding beautiful Lamentations 


over them.— Jon always aimed at ſomething 
in the ſtyle of a Prophet; nor would he loſe 
che * opportunity. Without affecting the 
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ſtile of a Minute Philoſopher, I may venture 
to pronounce, that Nature is analogous in all 
its parts. A convulſion may as naturally be 
expected in this globe, made up of different 
elements, as in the body of Man; yet when 
the dreadful Earthquake happened at Liſbon, 
He ſet · the faſhion, and dropp'd the Philoſopher 
to purſue his own trade, which he did with 
ſome credit to himſelf. But here (ſuch is the 
fate of Humanity) he was a little unhappy; 
for the timidity of our Nature made the con- 
ſternation univerſal, and not a ſnufling Ax A- 
BAPTIST or doſey Docrox of the Cuvrcy 
left the ſubject unhandled.. 


Jokx, as he was foremoſt, wanted to ſtand 
alone, and flattered himſelf his eminence in 
the buſineſs would conſequently be propor- 
tioned to his zeal ; but here he was out in his 
calculation. Indeed, had his own flock been 
judges alone of his merit, he might have been 
CANONIZED. Thunder, lightning, and the hor- 
rid magazine of all Heaven's artillery were 
conſtantly in the mouths of the People, The 
little Philoſophers were buſied in their pro- 
found enquities ; the Laws of ElcAricity were 
minutely inveſtigated ; and this eccentric Ge- 
nius reſolved, like Diogenes, when he rolled 
his tub, not to live idle, but to hold his far- 
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thing-candle in noon-day, ſet up an Electrieal 
machine, and proved to an uncontrovertible 
certainty that Lightning was an claſtic * 


As to that period when he 0 unfortunately 
diſtinguiſhed himſelf by his Calm Abpnxss, it 


will appear no blot in the eſcutcheon of a 
Man ſo aſtoniſhingly inconſiſtent. If we can re- 


concile Mr. WesLev's deſerting his old Oxroxp 
JacoBiTE principles, and turning REpuBLican 
and Fax arie, we ſutely may avoid an im- 
peachment of his morals after forty years re- 
volution ; a change very likely in fo wonderful 
a mortal, who never- ſtuck cloſe to > any one 
on forty hours. 


LX candour now take place.— That he has 
been the child of WaIM, and a ſtrange Fa- 


NATIC, is undoubtedly a truth; but “ where 


« he erred, it was Nature's fault alone.” 


| Look at his Life a pattern, an exemplary 
pattern for the preſent age, and a noble mo- 


nument of every virtue for ſucceeding ages 
to imitate ! His temperance, his chaſtity, his 


benevolence, his fortitude, and his charity, can- 


not be more than equalled by the moſt il- 
luſtrious characters. Let theſe be remembered, 
when the ridiculous bent of mind that made 
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* "34 7 4 jr” 19 '7 * 
. E 11 * 3s 4 * — N by 1 we 
oh e. | | . | "ve wi 3 = 1 * wy 4% 


#8" _ y 4 5 
* "Y 7 * * 1 o ” * 
4 3 « PA 4 4 0 ” pn * * 5 6 : 
« © Tas 4 HAH £« &, 0 4 ,o* a - \ * 


Han ſaid has ue” of the Ea - 


Inſtruments known to the preſent generation, 


ho deſcended from the DE Wn family: Y 


and whoſe relation to the Mot bereChurth is fo © 
: apparent from unerring Heraldry; 3. 1 ſhall con- 


_ clude this Tract with obſerving, That a per- | 


fect Religion could not have been ſubject to 
2 ſuch numberleſs innovations and miſinterpre- 


tations. Tue WorD or Gop 18 anD MUST BER _ 


4 IMMUTABLE. . 


Tux opinicht of Men, proceeding from con- 


ſtitution, paſſion, intereſt, and many other ex. 
ternal motives, muſt of neceſſity be liable to 
receive contradiction, and to be pe by — 


Infidelity. 


Tur Writings of theſe Church · created Saints 5 "W 


muſt be removed from their preſent conſe- 
_ quence, before any real general benefit can be 
| GAREN Tron the Chriſtian ſyſtem of morals. 


| sr. Paul's Writings laid the train * the 
innovation made by Manor, the Mussul- 
MAN'S NR 8 not content with hearing 
| — e 2 voice ä 
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